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Message  from   Mission  Presidency 


Need  for  More  Chapels 


If  one  was  to  pass  Eleventh  Street  and  Park 
Avenue  in  Springs,  he  would  see  a  beautiful 
newly  completed  place  of  worship.  This  edifice 
is  the  meeting  house  for  the  members  of  the 
Springs  Branch.  It  was  only  last  September 
that  ground  was  broken  to  start  construction 
of  this  beautiful  building  which  now  stands  as 
a  memorial  to  the  faith,  courage,  devotion  and 
sacrifice  not  only  of  the  members  of  the  Springs 
Branch  but  of  the  entire  mission.  This  lovely 
place  of  worship  of  which  we  are  justly  proud 
will  prove  to  be  a  great  blessing  in  the  lives  of 
the  people  in  Springs.  The  building  includes  a 
Chapel,  and  a  Recreation  Hall  with  folding 
doors  separating  them  which  can  be  opened  to 
accommodate  an  extra  large  attendance.  In 
addition  there  is  a  beautiful  Relief  Society 
room,  a  modern  equipped  kitchen  and  adequate 
classrooms. 

Many  Saints  throughout  the  Mission  re- 
sponded to  an  appeal  a  few  years  ago  for  all 
members  in  South  Africa  to  financially  sup- 
port the  building  programme  of  the  Mission. 
Through  this  united  effort  it  has  been  possible 
to  complete  construction  and  make  prepara- 
tions for  the  dedication  of  this  chapel,  which 
will  take  place  early  in  July. 

All  members  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa 
are  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  there 
will  be  beautiful  chapels  in  all  the  branches  of 
the  mission.  A  suitable  site  has  been  secured 
and  permission  granted  to  erect  a  meeting 
house  in  Johannesburg.  As  soon  as  the  pre- 
liminary sketches  for  the  building  are  approved 
by  the  Church  Building  Committee,  the  de- 
tailed drawings  will  be  completed  by  the 
architect  in  Johannesburg  and  tenders  will  then 
be  submitted.  It  is  expected  that  construction 
will  start  on  this  structure  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  endeavouring  to 
purchase  suitable  locations  for  meeting  houses 
in  Durban  and  Port  Elizabeth. 


When  President  McKay  made  his  memorable 
visit  to  South  Africa  he  stated  our  greatest 
need  was  more  chapels  in  which  the  Saints 
could  worship.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  can  and 
certainly  does  attend  us  when  we  meet  to- 
gether with  small  groups  and  in  modest  sur- 
roundings. However,  it  is  easier  to  cultivate 
and  maintain  the  Spirit  of  Worship  and  Rever- 
ence in  the  proper  atmosphere. 

The  General  Authorities  of  the  Church  are 
giving  their  full  support  to  our  building  pro- 
gramme by  sending  us  the  majority  of  the 
funds  which  are  needed.  In  the  Wards  and 
Stakes  of  the  Church,  the  members  pay  one- 
half  of  the  cost.  However,  due  to  conditions 
and  circumstances  existing  in  this  mission,  we 
pay  an  amount  considerably  less  than  half.  The 
members  in  Johannesburg,  Durban  and  Port 
Elizabeth  will  be  assessed  substantial  amounts 
depending  on  their  wage  scale  and  ability  to 
pay,  to  raise  most  of  the  funds  for  their  share 
of  the  cost  of  their  chapels. 

The  Mission  Presidency  again  appeals  to  the 
entire  membership  of  this  mission  in  asking  for 
your  support  of  the  building  programme.  If 
every  wage-earner  contributed  ten  shillings  to 
£1  a  month,  it  would  be  possible  to  erect  the 
Johannesburg,  Durban  and  Port  Elizabeth 
chapels  within  the  next  two  years  and  it  would 
not  be  long  before  we  could  have  meeting 
houses  in  every  branch  of  the  Mission. 

The  blessings  of  the  Lord  will  be  enjoyed  by 
those  that  aid  in  the  building  up  of  His  King- 
dom. The  building  programme  is  a  vital  part 
of  our  Father's  work  in  this  land.  We  appre- 
ciate your  loyal  support  that  has  been  given 
and  are  confident  we  shall  continue  to  have 
your  support  of  this  important  programme. 

By  President 

LeRoy  H.  Duncan 
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EMMA  RIGGS  McKAY  IS 
UTAH'S  CHOICE.— Utah  will  be 
represented  in  New  York's  na- 
tional "Mother  of  the  Year"  fes- 
tivities early  in  May  by  its  most 
illustrious  mother  —  Mrs.  Emma 
Ray  Riggs  McKay. 

She  will  vie  with  47  other  state 
mothers  for  the  national  honour 
between  May  4  and  May  7. 

"Thrilled"  with  the  privilege  of 
thus  representing  Utah  mothers, 
Mrs.  David  O.  McKay  gave  heart- 
felt thanks  as  she  received  an 
award  last  Sunday  from  her  state 
sponsors  and  well-wishers. 

Mrs.  McKay  was  presented 
with  a  beautiful  trophy  before 
an  overflow  crowd  assembled  on 
Sunday  afternoon  in  the  Garden 
Park  Ward  Chapel.  The  trophy 
was  presented  by  Governor  J. 
Bracken  Lee  of  Utah,  who  char- 
acterized the  recipient  as  "the 
perfect  symbol  of  fine  Utah 
motherhood." 

PRES.  CLARK  ESTABLISHES 
RECORD  AS  COUNSELOR  IN 
FIRST    PRESIDENCY.  —  It    was 

during  the  month  of  April  this 
year  that  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark  Jr.'s  service  as  a  counselor 
in  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
Church  assumed  record  status 
from  the  standpoint  of  length  of 
service. 

Pres.  Clark  broke  the  record  on 
April  24th.  On  that  day  he  had 
served  for  21  years  and  8  days  as 
counselor  in  the  First  Presidency. 
The  new  record  was  made  by  ex- 
ceeding 21  years  and  7  days, 
which  was  the  time  that  Presi- 
dent Joseph  F.  Smith  served  as 
a  counselor. 

President  Clark  was  sustained 
in  General  Conference  April  6, 
1933,  as  a  counselor  to  President 
Heber  J.  Grant.  He  served  as  a 
counse!6r  to  President  George 
Albert  Smith  and  is  now  serving 


as  a  counselor  to  President  David 
O.  McKay. 

The  Church  official  is  also  the 
dean  of  the  General  Authorities 
from  the  standpoint  of  age,  hav- 
ing passed  his  82nd  birthday  last 
September  1.  President  Clark 
was  ordained  an  Apostle,  October 
11,  1934,  by  President  Grant  and 
in  seniority  today  ranks  next  to 
President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 
and  President  Stephen  L.  Rich- 
ards in  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles. 

BOOK  OF  MORMON  PRO- 
MISES TO  INDIANS  COMING 
TRUE,  SAYS  CHIEF.  —  One  of 

the  most  colourful  figures  among 
the  Latter-day  Saints  is  Chief 
Samuel  "Thunderbird"  Blue,  82- 
year-old  former  chief  of  the 
Catawba  Indians  of  South  Caro- 
lina. 

His  tribe  is  located  on  a  reser- 
vation near  Rockhill,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  more  than  90  per  cent, 
of  them  are  Latter-day  Saints. 
They  have  a  new  chapel  which 
was  dedicated  there  two  years 
ago  by  President  McKay.  Chief 
Blue,  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  the  Church  among  the  Cataw- 
bas,  spoke  at  those  dedicatory 
services.  He  paid  a  visit  to  Salt 
Lake  City  in  1948,  having  the 
privilege  of  speaking  from  the 
pulpit  of  the  Salt  Lake  Taber- 
nacle. 

He  and  his  wife  were  the  first 
of  their  tribe  to  go  through 
a  Mormon  temple.  This  they 
did  when  they  were  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  Missionaries  first  came  to 
the  Catawbas  about  70  years  ago. 
Then  there  were  only  about  100 
of  these  Indians.  Now  there  are 
over  400. 

Chief  Blue  said  that  the  "Book 
of  Mormon  promise  to  the 
Indians  is  coming  true  and  that 
the  younger  generation  of  In- 
dians  are  now  very  light." 
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EZRA  TAFT  BENSON 


Success  in  a  duo-career  is  the  story  of  Ezra 
T.  Benson,  apostle  of  the  Lord,  who  was  called 
to  be  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower's  cabinet  in  December  1952. 

Religion  to  Elder  Benson  is  a  way  of  life  and 
he  lives  it  each  day  of  the  week.  He  looks  at 
the  world  as  "God's  glorious  creation,"  and 
living  as  "the  Lord's  mission."  With  complete 
faith  in  the  Lord,  he  prayerfully  asks  for  his 
guidance  and  does  his  work  with  serene  confi- 
dence in  the  Lord's  forthcoming  help.  So  in- 
separably is  religion  entwined  with  his  life  and 
career  that  all  those  who  know  him  are 
cognizant  of  his  identity  with  the  Latter-day 
Saints  as  well  as  his  leadership  in  farm  fields. 

Believing  religion  the  most  important  phase 
of  his  life,  he  gives  it  first  consideration  when 
making  decisions.  Whenever  he  has  been  asked 
to  take  a  position  in  life,  he  first  told  the  leaders 
of  the  organization  or  those  responsible  for 
giving  him  the  office  that  the  position  held  no 
interest  for  him  if  in  any  way  it  would  inter- 
fere with  his  church  activities,  his  church 
standards,  or  his  religious  way  of  life.  He  won 
their  respect  immediately,  and  each  year  he  has 
been  given  more  responsibility  in  each  position. 

Ushered  into  the  world  on  a  prayer,  when 
the  attending  physician  despaired  of  his  life, 
and  his  father  and  grandparents  knelt  to  ask 
the  Lord's  help  for  him  and  his  mother,  Ezra 
T.  Benson  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  August 
4,  1899.  His  parents,  George  T.,  Jr.,  and  Sarah 
Ballif  Benson,  lived  on  a  farm  in  Whitney, 
Idaho,  and  his  grandparents,  George  T.  and 
Louisa  Dunkley  Benson,  were  among  the  first 
fifty  families  who  settled  in  the  little  com- 
munity which  lies  three  miles  south-east  of 
Preston.  The  eldest  of  eleven  children.  Elder 
Benson  was  named  for  his  great-grandfather, 
Apostle  Ezra  T.  Benson,  who  entered  Salt  Lake 
Valley  with  the  first  company  of  pioneers. 

Elder  Benson  had  graduated  from  high 
school  and  was  attending  Utah  State  Agricul- 
tural College  when  he  received  his  much  de- 
sired mission  call  to  Great  Britain,  where  he 
served  from  1921  to  1923.  Crystallizing  his 
religious  background,  it  brought  into  active 
play  his  spiritual  qualities.  His  ability  in 
leadership  developed  also  and  he  was  chosen  to 
serve  as  President  of  the  Newcastle  Con- 
ference. 

Following  his.  release  he  ,'ook  up  the  pursuit 
of  his  education.  But  he  never  lost,  sight  of  his 
church-work;    He  served  on  the  stake  Sunday 


School  board,  the  stake  board  of  the  M.I. A. 
and  in  the  stake  supcrintendency  progressively. 
In  the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  on  September  10, 
1926,  Ezra  T.  Benson  married  Flora  Smith 
Amussen,  youngest  daughter  of  Carl  (  hristian 
Amussen,  prominent  Salt  Lake  jeweller  and 
business  man.  A  scholarship  took  them  to  the 
Iowa  State  Agricultural  College  where  Elder 
Benson  won  a  Master's  Degree  in  Science  and 
was  elected  to  Gamma  Sigma  Delta,  the 
honour  society  of  agriculture. 

In  1928  he  moved  to  Preston,  Idaho,  where 
he  served  as  county  agricultural  agent.  Then 
in  1931  Elder  Benson  became  extension  econo- 
mist and  marketing  specialist  of  the  University 
of  Idaho,  College  of  Agriculture. 

Still  active  in  church  work,  Ezra  T.  Benson 
became  a  member  of  the  Boise  Stake  M.I. A. 
board  and  later  superintendent.  After  serving 
as  first  counsellor  in  the  Boise  stake  presidency 
he  became  president  of  the  stake  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  1939.  He  then  received  the 
attractive  offer  of  executive  secretary  of  the 
National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives; 
however  he  would  not  consider  it  until  the  First 
Presidency  of  the  Church  recommended  his 
acceptance  and  released  him  from  his  position 
as  President  of  the  Boise  Stake.  While  living 
in  the  U.S.  capital  Elder  Benson  served  as 
President  of  the  Washington  stake,  which  posi- 
tion he  occupied  until  called  to  serve  in  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  in  July  1943. 

On  January  15,  1946,  he  was  appointed  to 
preside  as  President  of  the  European  Mission 
of  the  Church  with  headquarters  in  London. 
The  European  Saints  under  local  leadership 
had  been  carrying  on  during  the  war  under  the 
most  distressing  circumstances.  Elder  Benson 
was  sent  to  attend  to  the  spiritual  affairs  of  the 
people,  to  reopen  the  missions  so  active  pro- 
selyting and  organizational  activities  might  be 
resumed,  and  to  alleviate  their  sufferings,  by 
distributing  food,  clothing,  bedding  and  other 
needed  supplies  to  them  through  the  welfare 
programme  of  the  Church.  For  ten  months 
Elder  Benson  travelled  some  sixty  thousand 
miles  through  war-torn  countries  giving  com- 
fort and  blessings  to  the  people  and  organizing 
them  to  administer  the  necessary  assistance.  He 
was  released  from  this  calling  on  December  11. 
1946. 

(Continued  on  page  93) 


June.   1954. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


89 


STRENGTHENING  THE  HOME 


Address   Given   Gen.   Conference,   Oct.    1953, 

By  Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 


Humbly  and  imploringly,  my  brethren  and 
sisters  and  friends,  I  approach  this  very  diffi- 
cult, but  challenging  task.  I  trust  that  I  may 
have  an  interest  in  your  faith  and  prayers  and 
be  favoured  with  the  sweet  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

I  rejoice  in  what  we  have  just  witnessed,  in 
the  call  of  these  three  noble  men  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  the  councils  of  the  Church.  This  is 
but  typical,  my  brothers  and  sisters  of  what  is 
going  on  throughout  the  Church  in  the  wards, 
stakes  and  missions,  weekly  —  the  calling  of 
men  and  women  to  positions  of  responsibility. 
Always  the  response  is  the  same.  To  me  it  is 
a*  modern  miracle  not  duplicated  anywhere 
upon  the  earth.  I  am  happy  to  welcome  these 
brethren.    I  know  them  all.    I  love  them. 

I  have  loved  Brother  Richard  L.  Evans  since 
I  first  became  acquainted  with  him  years  ago. 
He  is  loved  by  the  entire  Church.  He  is  loved 
by  this  nation,  because  for  years  he  has  had  a 
national  audience.  His  influence  has  reached 
beyond  the  borders  of  America.  And  I  would 
like  to  say  to  him:  Brother  Evans,  you  now 
enter  upon  the  sweetest  association  known  to 
men  in  this  world,  the  association  which  you 
will  have  with  your  brethren  in  the  First  Presi- 
dency and  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  There  is 
nothing  in  this  world  in  the  associations  of  men 
so  sweet  and  so  satisfying.  I  know  that  more 
deeply  today  than  ever  before,  particularly 
since  I  have  been  away  since  last  December, 
and  yet  at  times  though  I  have  been  miles  away, 
I  have  felt  even  nearer  through  their  faith  and 
prayers — the  faith  and  prayers  of  my  brethren. 

I  love  Brother  Brown.  I  have  known  him 
for  many  years.  I  was  closely  associated  with 
him  in  Europe  right  after  the  war,  and  he  is 
loved  by  the  people  of  the  British  Isles,  the 
Saints  in  Europe,  and  the  servicemen  all  over 
the  Church  to  whom  he  rendered  such  great 
service  during  the  last  war.  I  had  the  privilege 
of  serving  as  a  counsellor  to  his  older  Brother, 
Scott  B.  Brown,  in  the  Boise  Stake,  who  now 
serves  as  a  patriarch  there.  Hugh  B.  Brown 
comes  from  one  of  the  great  families  of  the 
Church. 

I  have  not  known  Brother  Marion  Hanks 
intimately,  but  I  have  watched  him  with  great 
interest  and  considered  him  one  of  the  most 
promising  young  men  in  the  Church. 


With  all  my  heart  I  extend  the  hand  of  fel- 
lowship to  these  my  brethren,  and  I  am  sure,  as 
I  do  so,  I  am  but  echoing  the  feeling  of  all  the 
other  brethren  in  the  councils  of  the  Church, 
as  well  as  the  entire  Church  membership 

Brethren  and  Sisters,  this  has  been  a  glorious 
conference.  I  have  received  a  great  spiritual 
uplift.  No.  we  have  not  heard  anything  par- 
ticularly new.  I  recall  some  years  ago  a  young 
fellow,  a  Mormon  boy,  returned  from  sacra- 
ment meeting,  and  as  he  met  his  father,  who 
had  been  out  on  a  high  council  assignment, 
his  dad  said  to  him,  'Well  son,  how  did  you 
enjoy  the  sacrament  meeting?'  He  replied, 
'Well  Dad  it  was  a  good  meeting.  However, 
it  was  pretty  much  the  echoing  of  re-echoing 
echoes,  but  still  it  was  a  grand  meeting.' 

We  have  heard  discussed  some  of  the  old 
virtues.  We  have  heard  admonitions  pertain- 
ing to  enternai  principles.  They  have  been  pre- 
sented in  a  little  different  setting,  with  different 
emphasis,  but  in  the  main  there  has  been  very 
little  new,  but  oh,  how  we  need  the  admoni- 
tions which  have  been  presented.  I  would  to 
God  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  this 
nation  and  throughout  the  world  might  have 
been  listening  to  the  counsel  that  has  been 
given. 

Now,  as  we  leave  the  conference  and  go  our 
various  ways,  how  are  we  going  to  implement 
the  instructions  that  have  been  given,  what 
are  we  going  to  do  to  see  to  it  that  this  counsel 
does  not  fall  unheeded.  As  I  think  of  the 
most  effective  way  of  implementing  this  coun- 
sel, I  turn,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  naturally, 
to  our  most  basic  institution,  the  home, 
because,  after  all,  it  is  still  our  greatest 
and  most  primary  educational  institution.  It 
is,  in  very  deed,  the  centre  of  our  economic, 
social,  and  cultural  interest.  The  home  is  the 
bulwark  of  the  nation  and  our  most  funda- 
mental and  basic  institution. 

Unless  as  parents,  we  can  go  back  into  the 
homes  of  the  Church  and  carry  these  instruc- 
tions with  a  determination  to  put  them  into 
effect  at  our  firesides  with  our  own  children, 
this  conference  will  not  have  been  fully  effec- 
tive. 

(Continued  on  page  90) 
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Marriage,  the  home,  and  family  arc  sacred 
institutions.  They  are  not  man-made.  1  hank 
God  for  that.  They  are  divine.  The  first 
marriage  performed  was  the  marriage  of  two 
immortal  beings.  Following  the  consumma- 
tion of  that  marriage,  the  Lord  gave  important 
scriptures  and  instruction  to  us  regarding  the 
home  and  the  family.  The  Lord  made  it  clear 
it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone.  Woman 
was  created  as  a  helpmeet  for  man,  and  the 
two  united  in  the  sacred  bonds  of  eternal  mar- 
riage become  one  flesh. 

'What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together/ 
said  He,  'let  not  man  put  asunder.'  (Mark 
10:  9).  Then  later,  'Thou  shalt  love  thy  wife 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  shalt  cleave  to  her  and 
none  else."  (D.  &  C.  42:22).  How  we  need  that 
counsel  today  in  America!  What  heartaches 
could  be  avoided  if  men  would  only  heed  that 
counsel  wholeheartedly.  How  much  less  un- 
faithfulness and  infidelity  there  would  be  if  we 
could  live  by  that  admonition. 

Then  as  though  to  strengthen  further  the 
marriage  bond  in  the  home,  the  Lord  gave  in- 
structions to  children  through  his  prophets. 
The  Apostle  Paul,  echoing  the  admonition  of 
Moses  on  Sinai,  said: 

'Children,  obey  your  parents:  for  this  is 
right. 

Honour  thy  father  and  mother;  which  is  the 
first  commandment  with  promise; 

That  all  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  thou 
mayest  live  long  on  the  earth.'  (Eph.6:  1-3.) 

And  then  in  modern  revelation,  the  Lord 
has  made  it  very  clear  that  parents  have  great 
and  serious  responsibilities.  Listen  to  these 
words  as  the  Lord  speaks  to  the  parents  of  the 
Church: 

'And  they  shall  also  teach  their  children  to 
pray,  and  to  walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord.' 
(D.  &  C.  68:28.) 

And  again,  inasmuch  as  parents  .  .  .  teach 
them  not  to  understand  the  doctrine  of  repen- 
tance, faith  in  Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God, 
and  of  baptism  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  when  eight 
years  old,  the  sin  be  upon  the  heads  of  the 
parents.    (D.  &  C.  68:25.) 

That  is  a  serious  responsibility,  and  I  be- 
lieve, my  brethren  and  sisters,  the  early  history 
of  this  Church  clearly  indicates  that  our  grand- 
parents, the  pioneers  of  these  valleys,  in  fact, 
the  Pilgrims,  who  came  and  settled  this  great 
American  continent,  honoured  these  obligations 
and  were  blessed  in  their  homes  for  so  doing. 

I  realize  that  many  changes  have  come 
about  in  the  last  fifty  to  seventy-five  years.  Our 
industrialization,  specialization,  concentration 
of  populations  in  greath  cities,  the  great  reduc- 


tion in  the  number  of  people  living  on  farms, 
the  change  in  our  agriculture — all  these  have 
had  their  effects.  Greater  emphasis  upon 
material  things  and  the  seeking  after  money, 
after  pleasure,  personal  gratification,  and  the 
insidious  inroads  of  liquor,  tobacco,  and 
gambling — all  these  have  had  a  pulling-away 
influence  on  this  most  sacred  institution,  the 
American  home. 

It  is  difficult  to  realize  that  fifty  years  ago 
there  was  only  one  divorce  in  sixteen  mar- 
riages here  in  America.  By  1946  the  ratio  had 
increased  to  one  in  three,  and  it  is  reported  in 
some  cities  in  America,  there  are  actually 
more  divorces  each  year  than  marriages.  Our 
best  authorities  indicate  that  most  of  the 
delinquency  in  America  is  the  result  of  broken, 
bad,  and  neglected  homes.  As  J.  Edgar  Hoover, 
one  of  the  best  authorities  has  indicated,  re- 
ferring to  delinquents,  'The  actions  of  the 
majority  of  them  were,  and  are,  directly  re- 
lated to  the  conduct  of  their  parents.'  Yes, 
crime  begins  at  home. 

Now,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  as  Latter-day 
Saints,  what  should  be  done?  What  can  be 
done?  I  am  sure  we  all  agree  that  no  nation 
ever  rises  above  its  homes.  This  Church  will 
never  rise  above  its  homes.  We  are  no  better 
as  a  people  than  are  our  firesides,  our  homes. 
The  school,  the  church,  and  even  the  nation,  I 
feel  confident,  stand  helpless  before  weakened 
and  degraded  homes.  The  good  home  is  the 
rock  foundation,  the  cornerstone  of  civiliza- 
tion. It  must  be  preserved.  It  must  be 
strengthened. 

There  has  never  been  and  there  never  will 
be  a  satisfactory  substitute  for  the  home  estab- 
lished by  the  God  of  heaven.  If  this  nation  is 
to  endure,  then  the  home  must  be  safeguarded, 
strengthened,  and  restored  to  its  rightful  im- 
portance. 

May  I  suggest,  in  the  few  moments  remain- 
ing, five  simple  things  that,  I  believe,  we  might 
well  given  attention  to,  as  some  of  the  needs  of 
our  homes  today. 

First  of  all,  I  am  convinced,  my  brethren 
and  sisters — and  this  is  no  reflection  on  our 
devoted  mothers,  who  spend  day  after  day, 
week  after  week,  obediently  serving  their 
families — but  I  feel  sure  that  one  of  our  great- 
est needs  is  more  time  of  parents  in  the  home. 
Youth  of  the  Church  and  of  the  nation  need 
more  than  physical  comforts.  We  will  need  to 
leave  them  more  than  lands  and  stocks.  They 
need  more  than  a  modern  automobile  and  a 
lovely  modern  building  to  live  in.  There  is 
no  satisfactory  substitute  for  mother,  and  no 
one  can  take  care  of  her  children  as  she  can. 
No  so-called   social   obligation,   social   entice- 
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ments,  or  outside  interest  should  impel  any 
mother  to  neglect  the  sacred  charge  which  is 
hers  of  caring  for  her  own  flesh  and  blood.  Her 
first  loyalty  in  the  eyes  of  God  is  to  her  Church 
and  her  family.  I  feel  confident  that  while 
civic  and  social  activities  may  return  much 
good,  she  will  serve  her  community  and  her 
nation  best,  if  she  first  devotes  herself  to  the 
needs  of  her  own  children. 

Second,  and  this  was  emphasized  this  morn- 
ing by  Brother  Cowley,  we  need  daily  devotion 
in  the  home.  We  need  to  return  to  the  prac- 
tice of  family  prayer,  secret  prayer,  the  old- 
fashioned  practice  of  devotion  in  the  home 
daily,  night  and  morning,  the  singing  of  hymns, 
the  reading  of  the  scriptures.  How  much  more 
happiness  there  would  be,  how  many  fewer 
divorces  there  would  be,  if  these  simple  prac- 
tices were  followed  as  was  the  custom  in  the 
pioneer  home,  as  well  as  in  the  early  days  of 
this  country,  according  to  the  diaries  of  our 
early  founders. 

Third,  I  think  one  of  the  great  needs  is  more 
parental  instruction  in  life's  problems.  I  know 
there  is  a  tendency  for  parents  to  shrink  from 
this  responsibility,  and  instructing  of  their  own 
children  in  the  problems  of  sex,  the  relation- 
ship with  other  young  people,  the  problem  of 
dating  and  all  of  the  many  temptations  that 
confront  a  growing  boy  and  girl.  These  in- 
structions should  not  be  left  to  the  school  or 
to  a  class  in  sociology.  The  safest  place,  the 
best  place,  to  give  this  vital  counsel,  these 
sacred  instructions,  in  matters  of  moral  purity 
should  be  in  the  home  on  a  basis  of  confidence 
between  parent  and  child.  As  parents  we 
should  instruct  our  children.  The  sac:ed 
books  of  the  ancient  Persians  say:  "If  you 
would  be  holy,  instruct  your  children,  because 
all  the  good  acts  they  perform  will  be  imputed 
unto  you." 

Fourth,  I  believe  there  is  a  great  need,  my 
brethren  and  sisters,  for  family  recreation  and 
cultural  activities  together.  We  should  do 
things  together  as  a  family.  It  may  mean  a  re- 
duction in  participation  in  women's  clubs,  in 
men's  clubs,  but  if  families  could  only  seek 
their  recreation  and  cultural  activities  more  as 
a  family  unit,  I  am  sure  that  untold  benefits 
and  blessings  would  accrue.  A  little  boy  was 
asked  only  this  last  summer,  after  he  said  he 
was  going  to  a  summer  camp,  'What  is  a  Sum- 
mer camp?'  And  he  answered,  'Those  places 
where  little  boys  go  for  mother's  vacation.'  Let 
us  take  more  of  our  vacations  together  as 
families.  Can  we  have  a  weekly  evening  at 
home,  as  has  been  admonished  and  counselled 
for  years  by  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
Church?     More  wholesome  activities  together 


is  a  great  need  of  the  families  of  America. 

And  fifth,  we  need  a  closer  parent-child  rela- 
tionship. This  is  closely  related  to  the  other 
four  matters.  One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  our 
young  people  is  a  closer,  more  frequent  com- 
panionship with  father  and  mother.  There  is 
no  satisfactory  substitute.  I  was  thrilled  some 
time  ago,  as  I  picked  up  a  paper  in  the  East 
and  read  an  account  of  a  letter  which  a  rich 
industrialist  had  sent  to  his  son,  his  sixteen- 
year-old  boy,  as  a  Christmas  present.  This 
man  could  have  given  his  son  anything  that 
money  could  buy — -an  automobile,  a  yacht,  I 
guess,  if  he  wished.  But  when  the  boy  came 
down  from  his  room  Christmas  morning  and 
went  over  to  the  mantel  where  he  usually  found 
his  present,  there  was  an  envelope,  a  plain 
envelope  with  his  name  on  it,  and  he  opened  it 
and  read: 

'To  my  dear  son: 

I  give  you  one  hour  each  weekday  and  two 
hours  of  my  Sundays  to  be  yours  to  be  used 
as  you  want  it  without  interference  of  any  kind 
whatsoever. 

Lovingly, 

'Dad'. 

As  I  read  that,  I  thought,  what  a  wise  father, 
and  what  a  fortunate  son!  Yes,  that  is  what 
they  need. 

God  bless  us,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  that 
we  may  give  personal  attention  now  to  these 
vital  matters: 

More  time  of  parents  in  the  home. 
Daily  family  devotion  in  the  home. 
Parental  instruction  in  life's  problems. 
Family  recreation  and  cultural  activities  to- 
gether. 

A  closer  parent-child  relationship. 

May  we  be  faithful  to  this  great  obligation 
of  parenthood,  this  sacred  obligation  that  we 
may  build  our  homes  solidly  upon  eternal  prin- 
ciples, that  we  may  have  no  regrets.  May  we 
never  be  recreant  to  the  great  trust  which  has 
been  imposed  in  us.  May  we  always  keep  in 
mind  that  these  spirits  that  have  entered  our 
homes  are  choice  spirits.  Many  of  them  have 
been  born  under  the  covenant.  As  we  look 
into  their  faces  and  contemplate  their  needs, 
we  might  well  consider  that  some  of  them  were 
probably  choicer  spirits  up  there  than  we  were. 
It  is  a  grave  responsibility.  May  we  not  shirk 
it. 

God  bless  us  in  our  homes  and  in  all  our 
worthy  endeavours.  May  we  carry  with  us 
from  this  conference  the  instructions  given  and 
put  them  into  practice  in  our  homes,  I  humbly 
pray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. — Amen. 
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SPRINGS  CHAPEL  COMPLETED 


Mr.  R.  Herd,  Building  Contractor,  Mr. 
Conrad  H.  Sayce,  Architect,  Brother  I.  C. 
Louw,  Transvaal  District  President,  and 
Brother  Henri  Hugo,  Springs  Branch  President, 
met  May  19th,  1954,  for  the  final  inspection  of 
the  newly  completed  Springs  chapel.  The  in- 
spection was  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  and  the  long  awaited  moment  arrived.  The 
keys  of  this  building  were  turned  over  to 
Brother  Louw,  and  another  sacred  edifice  be- 
came the  property  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  the  Union  of 
South  Africa. 

We  express  thanks  to  Mr.  Herd  and  Mr. 
Sayce  for  their  consideration,  co-operation  and 
untiring  efforts  which  have  greatly  contributed 
to  the  successful  erection  of  this  lovely  build- 
ing. 

The  Saints  in  all  parts  of  the  Mission  join 
in  congratulating  the  members  of  the  Springs 
Branch  in  their  great  accomplishment.  Their 
diligent  labours  and  sacrifices  are  an  example 
to  all  and  will  serve  as  a  guilding  star  in  the 
efforts  being  made  through  the  mission  in  our 
aim  for  a  chapel  in  every  branch. 


On  June  6th,  1954,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  branch  the  Saints  at  Springs 
will  assemble  with  reverence  and  humility 
within  the  quiet  peace  of  their  own  chapel. 
Members  of  the  Mission,  District  and  Branch 
Presidencies  will  be  in  attendance  at  these 
opening  services  to  join  with  the  Saints  in 
thanksgiving  to  the  Lord. 

The  Branch  Building  Committee  is  making 
a  final  drive  to  raise  the  Branch's  remaining 
share  of  the  cost  of  the  building,  it  is  expected 
that  this  amount  will  be  reached  by  the  first 
of  July. 

Plans  are  being  formulated  in  preparation 
for  the  day  when  this  chapel  will  be  dedicated 
to  the  name  of  the  Lord.  July  11th.  1954,  has 
been  set  aside  as  a  tentative  date  for  these 
sacred  dedicatory  services.  Saints  throughout 
the  Mission  are  warmly  invited  to  join  the 
members  at  Springs  in  witnessing  these  ser- 
vices. It  will  indeed  be  a  memorable  and  his- 
torical occasion,  fitting  plans  are  being  in- 
cluded to  honour  the  importance  of  this  event. 
All  Branch  Presidents  will  be  notified  as  to  the 
final  arrangements  in  connection  with  these 
services. 


AARONIC  PRIESTHOOD  PROGRAMME 


The  Mission  Presidency,  upon  the  approval 
of  the  Presiding  Bishopric,  are  desirous  to  see 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  Programme  carried  out 
in  full  in  the  South  African  Mission.  Our 
numbers  indicate  this  is  possible;  the  en- 
thusiasm of  our  leaders  and  Priesthood  bearers 
in  the  fulfillment  of  their  duties,  points  to  a 
greater  spiritual  development  than  ever  before 
experienced.  With  the  present  conditions  pre- 
vailing, now  is  the  time  for  all  Branch  Presi- 
dencies to  organize  their  Priesthood  activities 
according  to  the  outlined  method  and  pro- 
gramme and  thereby  reap  the  greatest  possible 
benefits.  Let  us  make  use  of  all  counsel  and 
suggestions  offered  and  prayerfully  approach 
the  Lord  for  His  guidance  in  the  performance 
of  our  labours. 

We  appeal  to  all  Aaronic  Priesthood  bearers 
to  fulfill  their  duties  to  the  best  of  their 
abilities.  All  Aaronic  Priesthood  under  21 
should  strive  earnestly  to  be  worthy  to  receive 
the  Award  mentioned  below. 

The  Branch  Presidency  is  held  responsible 
for  the  promotion  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
work  in  the  branch. 

A  group  leader,  known  as  "advisor,"  should 
be  appointed  to  work  with  each  organized 
group  of  Aaronic  Priesthood  members.  The 
advisor  will: 


(1)  Teach  the  Priesthood  lesson  each  week 
during  the  Priesthood  meeting. 

(2)  Visit  absentee  and  inactive  members  of 
the  group  to  encourage  and  reactivate  them. 

(3)  Work  with  unordained  members  of  the 
group  to  prepare  them  for  ordination. 

(4)  Assist  the  Branch  Presidency  as  directed 
in  the  promotion  of  this  work. 

In  order  to  encourage  bearers  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  between  the  ages  of  12  and  21  to 
be  faithful  in  their  Priesthood  responsibilities, 
the  Presiding  Bishopric  will  issue  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  Individual  Certificate  of  Award  to 
boys  who  meet  the  following  minimum  re- 
quirements during  the  twelve  months  of  the 
calendar  year,  January  through  December: 

1.  A  minimum  of  sixty  per  cent,  attendance 
at  Priesthood  Meeting. 

2.  A  minimum  of  fifty  per  cent,  attendance 
at  Sacrament  Meeting. 

3.  A  Priest  or  Teacher  must  fill  a  minimum 
of  twenty-four  Priesthood  assignments.  A 
Deacon  must  fill  a  minimum  of  thirty  Priest- 
hood assignments. 

4.  Observance  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom  dur- 
ing the  entire  year. 

5.  Full  payment  of  tithing. 
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6  One  or  more  public  address  in  a  Church 
meeting. 

Special  recognition  will  be  given  those  that 
have  one  hundred  per  cent,  attendance  record 
at  Priesthood  Meeting  and  at  Sacrament  Meet- 
ing during  the  entire  year  by  affixing  a  special 
seal  to  the  Individual  Certificate  of  Award. 

This  award  is  a  fitting  goal  for  all  young 
men  to  strive  to  achieve,  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  will  attend  those  who  strive  earnestly  to 
promote  and  honour  the  great  blessing  of  the 
Priesthood  to  which  they  have  been  called. 

EZRA  T.  BENSON  (continued) 

Elder  Benson  has  always  been  very  inter- 
ested in  the  youth  of  today.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  National  Executive  Board,  Boy  Scouts 
of  America.  On  April  24th,  1951,  he  was  pre- 
sented with  the  Silver  Antelope  Award,  which 
is  the  highest  award  that  is  possible  to  receive 
in  Scouting  from  a  region  and  is  only  topped 
by  the  Silver  Buffalo,  which  is  given  by  the 
National  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

A  short  time  after  another  great  call  came 
his  way.  In  December,  1952,  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower, 
selected  him  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

The  story  of  Ezra  Taft  Benson's  rise  to 
eminence  both  in  agricultural  and  church  ser- 
vices is,  in  a  way,  one  story,  not  two:  one  in 
the  sense  that  the  qualities  of  unswerving  in- 
tegrity, sound  moral  and  intellectual  judgment, 
the  ability  to  win  and  hold  the  confidence  of 
people  of  widely  divergent  views  without  com- 
promising his  own  convictions  are  assets  which 
have  put  him  in  places  of  leadership  wherever 
he  is  known. 

It  must  have  been  these  same  qualities  that 
years  earlier  caused  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  to 
pick  out  of  a  roomful  of  farm  leaders,  in  one 
of  his  first  wartime  conferences  with  these  men, 
the  young  executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives,  who  had 
uttered  scarcely  half  a  dozen  sentences  in  the 
entire  interview,  and  ask:  "Who  was  that  fine- 
looking  young  man?  If  they  will  make  him 
their  spokesman,  I  will  talk  with  him  anytime." 

The  press  is  continually  finding  more  to  say 
about  Elder  Benson.  In  the  April  1st,  1954 
edition  of  the  New  York  Times  there  was 
much  said  of  him.  The  article  began  by  quot- 
ing two  passages  from  the  Book  of  Mormon 
(2  Nephi  1:81-82).  The  story  was  entitled 
"The  Benson  Formula  for  Serenity."  A  por- 
tion of  the  article  goes  as  follows: 

".  .  .  it  is  the  inner  conviction  that  'it's  good 
politics  to  be  right'  and  faith  that  the  slings 


and  arrows  are  temporary"  the  author,  William 
M.  Blair,  explains  as  the  "Benson  formula." 

After  a  series  of  examples  of  the  extreme 
criticism  that  is  directed  towards  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  Mr.  Blair  asks: 

"How  is  it  that  this  man,  who  reluctantly 
accepted  his  present  arduous  job  under  the 
President's  persuasion,  remains  through  it  all 
so  unmoved,  so  outwardly  unruffled?" 

The  balance  of  the  complimentary  article  on 
the  temper,  personality,  and  character  of  Elder 
Benson  is  devoted  to  the  answer  to  the  pre- 
viously stated  question. 

Writes  Mr.  Blair: 

"One  reason  is  his  religion.  The  words  of 
the  Mormon  prophets  are  deeply  inscribed  in 
the  Benson  character.  A  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve  ...  he  adheres  to  the  Mor- 
mon tenet  that  there  is  'no  growth  without 
opposition.'  This  belief  supports  him  in  his 
present  tribulations. 

"A  second  quality  which  enables  him  to 
withstand  the  day-to-day  grind  and  the  abuses 
heaped  on  his  head  is  a  basic  serenity  .  .  He 
appears  reluctant  to  discuss  criticisms  except 
to  say,  '  ...  In  our  democracy,  everyone 
should  have  his  say.  It's  a  sign  of  health  .  .  . 
It  is  part  of  the  obligation — and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  public  office.' 

"A  third  characteristic,  linked  both  to  his 
religion  and  his  calm,  sustains  the  secretary  in 
his  trials.  This  is  a  quiet  confidence  in  the 
Tightness  of  his  course  .  .  . 

"He  acts  like  a  man  whose  conscience  is 
always  clear — his  testimony  today  will  be  the 
same  next  week  or  the  week  after  or  a  year 
from  now.  He  doesn't  have  to  remember  what 
he  said  to  an  opposition  senator  at  their  last 
meeting.  This  is  a  built-in-ulcer-saving,  not 
always  found  in  Washington  .  .  . 

"Finally,  Benson  is  well  equipped  physically 
to  fend  off  the  brickbats.  He  stands  6  feet 
tall  and  weighs  more  than  200  lbs.  He  has 
the  look  of  robust  health  gained  from  simple 
and  regulated  living.  .  .  At  54,  his  face  is  un- 
lined  and  his  blue  eyes,  behind  rimless  glasses, 
mirror  his  serenity." 

Concluding  the  article,  Mr.  Blair  states: 

"He  is  sustained  by  a  Mot  of  faith  in  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  American  people  if  we 
get  the  facts  over  to  them.'  ...  'It  relieves 
me  of  a  lot  of  worry.  It  makes  me  believe 
that  if  we  do  right  we're  bound  to  come  out 
right  in  the  end.'  " 

The  world  is  bettered  by  men  like  Ezra  T. 
Benson.  His  life  has  been  and  will  be  a  guid- 
ing light  for  the  Latter-day  Saints  in  all  parts 
of  the  world. 


M 


CUMORAH'S    SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


June,  1954 


STATISTICS  .  .  . 


BLESSINGS 

IN  (.KID  LUCILE  UTERMOIILEN,  daughter  of 
Louis  Ronald  Rudolph  and  Johanna  Cornelia 
Stefl'elaar,  was  blessed  on  April  25th,  1954,  by 
President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  Bloemfontein. 

SHIRLEY  CECILE  VAN  STADEN,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Hermanus  and  Eileen  Norah  Gwynne 
Hollingworth,  was  blessed  on  May  9th,  1954, 
by  Brother  William  H.  Brummer  at  North 
Western. 

MARGARET  MURIEL  ISABEL  ROSS,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Henry  and  Mercia  Muriel  Milli- 
cent  Wilson,  was  blessed  on  May  16th,  1954, 
by  Elder  Robert  Taylor  at  Cumorah. 

PHILIP  EDWARD  STUART  ROSS,  son  of 
Andrew  Henry  and  Mercia  Muriel  Millicent 
Wilson,  was  blessed  on  May  16th,  1954,  by 
Elder  Jerald  Johansen  at  Cumorah. 

PATRICK  ANDREW  JAMES  ROSS,  son  of 
Andrew  Henry  and  Mercia  Muriel  Millicent 
Wilson,  was  blessed  on  May  16th,  1954,  by 
Elder  Gary  D.  Forbush  at  Cumorah. 

CAROLINE  MARIE-LOUISE  ROSS,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Henry  and  Mercia  Muriel  Millicent 
Wilson,  was  blessed  on  May  16th,  1954,  by 
Elder  Don  LeBaron  at  Cumorah. 

STELLA  INGRID  ERASMUS,  daughter  of 
Walter  Otto  Ralph  and  Jean  May  Cragg,  was 
blessed  on  May  2nd,  1954,  by  President  Leroy 
H.  Duncan  at  Durban 

ANDES  EDWARD  SANDERS,  son  of  Andries 
Godlieb  Thomas  and  Margaretha  Maria  Botes, 
was  blessed  on  May  2nd,  1954,  by  Brother 
Hans.  E.  Rohde  at  Pretoria. 

BAPTISMS 

RALPH  GEORGE  ADISON  HUTTON  was  bap- 
tised on  April  11th,  1954,  by  Norman  Ivan  Muir 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Brother 
Norman  G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 
GABRIELLE      MARY      RHODA      (TOUGHEY) 
RANDALL  was  baptised  on  May  2nd,  1954,  by 
Elder  Orville  C.  G rigor  and  confirmed  on  the 
same    day    by    Elder    Kenneth    Lee    at    East 
London. 
MERCIA     MURIEL     MILLICENT      (WILSON) 
ROSS    was   baptised   on   May    16th,    1954,   by 
Elder  Therald  Quayle  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at 
Cumorah. 
JEAN  MAY  (CRAGG)  ERASMUS  was  baptised 
on  May  2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  Thomas  E.  Smith 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  John 
P.  Grismore  at  Durban. 
WALTER   OTTO   RALPH   ERASMUS   was  bap- 
tised on  May  2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  Thomas  E. 
Smith,   and   confirmed   on   the  same   day   by 
Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey  at  Durban. 
WILLIAM  NORMAN  CHARLES  HARVEY  was 
baptised  on  May  6th,  1954,  by  Elder  Jerrold  W. 
Warner  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Brither  Wilfred  S.  Wrench  at  Pretoria. 
MARTHA    JOHANNA    JACOBS,    daughter    of 
ChristofTel     Willem     Johannes     and     Martha 
Johanna  Cronje,  was  baptised  on  May  16th, 
1954,  by  Elder  Jerry  S.  Young  and  confirmed 
on    the    same    day    by    Brother    Johann    P. 
Brummer  at  Krugersdorp. 


DORIS     WINIFRED     (CAWKER)     PETERSEN 

was  baptised  on  May  16th,  1954,  by  Elder 
Jerry  S.  Young  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  W.  E.  Barry  Mayo  at  Krugers- 
dorp. 

ANNA  ELIZABETH  (PEENS)  (SMIT)  WOOD- 
BERG  was  baptised  on  May  16th,  1954,  by 
Elder  Jerrold  W.  Warner  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Curtis  L.  Tracy  at  Pretoria. 

HILLARY  GAMBLE,  daughter  of  Alfred  Blake 
and  Claribel  Curtis  Cunningham,  was  baptised 
on  May  23rd,  1954,  by  Elder  George  B.  Everton 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Brother 
Clarence  R.  Doller  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

CATHERINE  JOY  KATHLEEN  AGNES  O'CON- 
NOR was  baptised  on  May  23rd,  1954,  by  Elder 
Gary  E.  Elliott  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  D.  Spencer  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

ORDINATIONS 

BERNARD  VINCENT  MILNE  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
25th,  1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at 
Bloemfontein. 

THOMAS  GEORGE  CHARLTON  was  ordained 
a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
2nd,  1954,  by  Brother  Izak  C.  Louw  at  Springs. 

PAUL  RICHARD  UTERMOHLEN  was  ordained 
a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
9th,  1954,  by  Elder  Ronald  O.  Ragsdale  at 
Bloemfontein. 

RONALD  RICHARD  UTERMOHLEN  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  May  9th,  1954,  by  Elder  Orval  J.  Birks  at 
Bloemfontein. 

JAN  STEPHANUS  JOUBERT  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May  7th, 
1954,  by  Elder  Richard  D.  Sampson  at  Durban. 

DALE  LESTER  FAGAN  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May  2nd,  1954, 
by  Elder  John  F.  Gismore  at  Durban. 

GERHARDUS  DIRK  KOTZE  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  John  F.  Grismore  at 
Durban. 

HARLAN  BURNS  GRANT  DOLLER  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  May  2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  Winston  M.  Faux 
at  Durban. 

LEGRAND  ALTON  ROBERT  DOLLER  was  or- 
dained a  Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  May  2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  Winston  M.  Faux 
at  Durban. 

VICTOR  HERBERT  HENNING  was  ordained 
a  Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey  at 
Durban. 

WALTER  POWRIE  RANDALL  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey  at 
Durban. 

GEORGE  ARTHUR  MORRISON  was  ordained 
a  Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
2nd,  1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at 
Durban. 

HENRY  JUSTUS  VAN  ROOYEN  was  ordained 
a  Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
2nd,  1954,  by  Elder  O.  Gordon  Lyman  at 
Durban. 
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DEATHS 


JOHAN  FREDERICK  STEMMET  died  on  April 
6th,  1954,  at  Springs. 

OLIVE  MAUD  (FUTTER)  JUBBER  died  on 
May  16th,  1954,  at  Springs. 

MARRIAGES 

PETER  PAUL  KRUGER  KELLY  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Irene  Mabel  (Shapley)  Cooper  on 
March  13th,  1954,  at  Johannesburg. 

MYRTLE  MAGDALENE  EVERTON  was  married 
to  Mr.  Dennis  Alfred  Clark  on  May  1st,  1954, 
at  Johannesburg. 


ELIZABETH  JOHANNA  MARIA  (STEMMET) 
(VAN  MOLENDORFF)  VAN  ZYL  was  married 
to  Mr.  Gerhardus  Petrus  Britz  on  February 
6th,  1954,  at  Springs. 

EMIGRATION 

DOREEN  ROSTRON  sailed  from  South  Africa 
for  Ogden,  Utah,  aboard  the  "Robin  Locksley'- 
on  April  23rd,  1954. 

IMMIGRATION 

WILLIAM  HECTOR  McDONALD  WOOD  ar- 
rived at  Cape  Town  from  Utah,  U.S.A.,  on 
April   15th,   1954. 


ARRIVALS 

ELDERS  JAMES  H.  BEAN  and  PAUL  M. 
SMITH  arrived  aboard  the  "Capetown  Castle" 
on  May  21st,  1954.  Elder  Bean  comes  from 
Pendleton,  Oregon,  United  States,  and  Elder 
Smith  comes  from  Tremonton,  Utah,  United 
States. 

Elder  Bean  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
East  London  with  Elder  Curtiss  L.  Tracy.  Elder 
P.  Smith  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Durban 
with  Elder  T.  Smith. 

May  the  spirit  of  our  Heavenly  Father  ever  be 
with  these  fine  young  men,  as  they  go  forth 
in  their  missionary  labours. 


TRANSFERS 

SISTERS  RETA  L.  BLACKBURN  and  RUTH 
HUSKINSON  were  transferred  to  Durban, 
within  the  Natal  district,  from  the  Cape  District 
on  May  21st,  1954. 

ELDER  CURTISS  L.  TRACY  was  transferred 
to  East  London  from  the  Transvaal  district  on 
May  21st,  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder  James 
Bean. 

ELDER  RULON  FAIRBANKS  was  transferred 
to  Welkom  from  Bloemfontein  on  May  24th, 
1954,  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder  Merrill 
B.  Hansen. 

ELDER  ROYAL  L.  CHRISTENSEN  was  trans- 
ferred to  Bloemfontein  on  May  24th,  1954,  where 
he  will  labour  with  Elder  Ronald  Ragsdale. 


PORT  ELIZABETH 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb, 

282  Preller  St.,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  three  new  mem- 


bers into  the  Church  and  into  the  Pretoria 
Branch.  They  are  Andre  Edwards  Sanders, 
who  was  blessed  on  the  2nd  of  May,  and  Sister 
Anna  Woedberg  and  Brother  William  Harvey, 
who  were  baptised  on  May  16th. 

Sister  Daisy  Kunitz  and  son  Ronnie  paid  a 
flying  visit  to  Cape  Town  at  the  beginning  of 
this  month. 

A  very  successful  Branch  party  was  held  at 
the  home  of  the  Harveys  and  Bibbs  on  the  22nd 
of  May.  All  that  were  in  attendance  had  an 
enjoyable  time. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  Dec  Hugo, 

51  Athlone  Ave.,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 

Reported  by  I.  C.  Louw. 

We  welcome  back  to  Springs  our  Branch 
President,  Brother  Hugo  and  his  family.  They 
have  just  returned  recently  from  a  holiday  at 
the  Cape. 

We  are  happy  that  Sister  Genevieve  Futter  is 
home  again  after  an  appendicitic  operation. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Brother  Ronnie 
Duncan,  who  has  recently  been  called  on  a  mis- 
sion. We  hope  and  pray  that  our  Father  in 
Heaven  will  be  his  constant  guide  and  com- 
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panion  while  he  is  on  his  mission.  Ronnie 
will  be  missed  very  much  here  in  Springs.  He 
has  always  been  very  reliable  and  willing  to 
do  whatever  he  was  asked  to  do. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  report  the 
passing  of  Sister  Olive  Jubber.  She  was  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  E.  L. 
Futter,  who  joined  the  church  with  their  family 
in  East  London  in  1929.  Sister  Olive  has  always 
been  a  willing  worker  in  the  church.  In  1936 
she  began  Primary  in  Springs,  later  she  served 
as  Relief  Society  President  for  a  short  time, 
and  also  was  our  organist  for  many  years.  To 
her  loved  ones  that  she  leaves  behind,  we 
extend  our  deepest  sympathy.  Brother  Norman 
Muir  officiated  at  her  funeral,  at  which  a  large 
number  of  Saints  and  friends  gathered  to  pay 
their  last  respects.  Elder  Mayo  gave  a  very 
comforting  address.  The  grave  was  dedicated 
by  Elder  Sessions. 

A  very  lovely  Mother's  Day  programme  was 
held  this  month,  with  a  record  turn  out  of 
Mothers  in  attendance.  The  programme,  which 
was  arranged  by  Quinten  Campbell,  was  en- 
joyed by  all.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  morn- 
ing service  carnations  were  distributed  to  the 
Mothers  by  Sisters  Sheila  Zangerhouse  and 
Shirley  Beveridge. 

We  are  now  making  our  final  effort  to  fill 
our  quota  of  our  new  chapel.  The  great  day 
has  finally  arrived  as  we  will  be  having  our  first 
services  in  the  Chapel  on  the  6th  of  June.  The 
dedication  of  this  building  will  take  place  the 
first  part  of  July. 

The  Springs  Branch  paid  a  visit  to  Benoni 
this  month.  Brother  John  Troskie  and  Brother 
Ronnie  Duncan  gave  two  very  fine  talks.  We 
enjoyed  meeting  with  the  Benoni   Saints. 

RAMAH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Norman  G.  Muir, 

119  Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez  Valley. 

Reported  by  Tex  W.  Smith. 

Ramah  is  another  branch  that  is  busy  striv- 
ing to  develop  new  methods  of  raising  funds 
to  further  a  great  cause, — that  of  the  building 
fund.  It  seems  that  everyone  is  becoming 
building  conscious.  Concerts,  dances,  and 
bazaars  are  being  planned  to  raise  much 
needed  funds. 

The  26th  of  April  was  a  day  of  sadness  for 
many  of  us  because  it  was  on  that  day  that 
Mrs.  Maria  Louw  passed  away.  She  is  the 
Mother  of  C.  H.  Louw  and  Grandmother  of 
Chris  and  Minnie  Hutton.  She  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  her  loved  ones. 

The  Genealogical  Society  sponsired  a  very 
successful  Hobo  Dance  on  the  30th  of  April. 


The  funds  thai  were  collected  were  turned  over 
to  the  Ramah  Building  Fund. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother  Wood 
back  with  us  again.  He  has  recently  returned 
from  America. 

We  would  like  to  extend  words  of  congratu- 
lation to  Brother  and  Sister  Taylor.  Their  6 
months  old  son,  Geoffrey  Taylor,  won  second 
prize  in  the  "Stella  Nova"  Baby  competition 
in  which  over  3,000  babies  were  entered. 

The  special  Mother's  Day  programmes 
were  very  enjoyable.  The  highlight  of  the 
morning  meeting  was  the  efforts  of  the  chil- 
dren. In  the  evening  service  tributes  were 
paid  by  Elder  Dean  Jarman  to  Mothers  and 
this  was  responded  to  by  Sister  Barbara 
Wrench. 

The  series  of  talks  arranged  by  the  Branch 
Presidency  were  concluded  on  the  16th  of  May 
with  Elder  Mayo  giving  a  discourse  on  the 
"Restored  Church."  Many  enlightening 
thoughts  were  expressed  that  should  prove 
beneficial  to  all  that  were  present. 

We  will  indeed  miss  the  Stark  family,  who 
has  moved  to  Benoni;  however,  our  loss  will 
be  Benoni's  gain. 

On  the  afternoon  of  May  16th  a  very  inspir- 
ing and  well  attended  Baptismal  service  was 
held  at. Ramah,  when  four  new  members  came 
into  the  Church.  We  welcome  into  the  fold 
these  new  members,  Sisters  Petersen  and 
Martha  Jacobs  from  Krugersdorp,  and  also 
Sister  Woedberg  and  Brother  Harvey  of  Pre- 
toria. May  the  Lord  be  ever  with  them  that 
they  may  continue  to  grow  in  the  Gospel. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  passing  of  Sister 
Olive  Jubber.  We  pray  that  the  comfort  of 
the  Gospel  will  be  a  source  of  strength  to  her 
loved  ones  at  this  time. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  John  F.  Grismore, 

21  Bulwer  Road,  Durban,  Natal, 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  in  attendance  at  all  our  activi- 
ties, auxiliaries  and  Sunday  meetings  during 
the  first  week  in  May. 

On  the  1st  of  May  there  was  much  activity 
in  the  Branch.  In  the  afternoon,  the  Sunday 
School  held  a  Jumble  Sale  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Wiblin  and  a  good  sum  was  raised  to- 
wards their  needs.  At  6  p.m.  the  Relief 
Society  sponsored  a  curry  and  rice  dinner  in 
aid  of  the  Building  Fund  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Wahlburn.  Then  in  the  evening  our  Branch 
basketball  team  won  their  first  league  match. 
They  played  the  Y  Club  and  came  out  on  the 
long  end  of  a  46-16  count. 
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On  May  16th  the  M.I. A.  held  a  cake  sale  in 
the  Jimmy  Green  Gardens. 

Elder  Faux  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Pietermaritzburg  Branch,  and  we  wish  him 
every  success  in  his  labours. 

We  are  glad  to  have  Roy  Carlson  back 
again  with  us. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  Elder  Lowe  again,  as 
he  passed  through  Durban  on  his  way  home 
being  accompanied  by  Elders  Dahl  and  Cole. 
Elder  Lowe  laboured  here  for  a  number  of 
months  and  he  leaves  many  friends  behind 
him. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert, 

129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

Welcome  home  to  Brother  Thomas  Wilson 
and  Sister  Beatrice  Julyan,  who  have  been  on 
a  trip  to  Rhodesia.  We  are  glad  to  have  them 
back  with  us.  We  also  were  happy  to  have 
Sister  Kunitz  and  her  son  with  us.  They  spent 
a  short  holiday  at  the  Cape  early  this  month. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister  Johanna 
Smith  has  been  ill,  and  we  pray  that  she  may 
soon  be  restored  to  full  health  again.  Sister 
Clarissa  Bibb  has  been  sent  back  to  hospital 
for  a  further  check-up,  and  we  trust  that  she 
will  regain  her  full  strength  soon. 

It  is  good  to  see  that  the  flu  has  left  Rulon 
and  Dale  Duncan,  and  that  they  are  about 
again.  Little  Junior  Shelver  has  also  re- 
covered from  this  same  trouble. 

On  the  4th  of  May  the  M.I.A.  held  a  suc- 
cessful! curry  and  rice  supper.  Many  thanks 
to  Sisters  Agnes  Hubert  and  Edith  Wiid,  who 
were  responsible  for  this  affair. 

Mother's  Day  at  Cumorah  proved  to  be  a 
very  enjoyable  event  again  this  year.  The 
Sunday  School  had  some  lovely  floral  decora- 
tions, and  put  on  a  fine  programme.  Six  of 
the  young  children  rendered  homage  to 
Mother.  Poems  were  given  by  Sisters  Yvonne 
van  Rhyn,  Sister  Yvonne  Ninow,  and  Brother 
Hugh  Helm.  Six  Mothers  then  gave  talks  on 
six  Mothers  of  the  Bible.  Sister  Nelly  Gelden- 
huis  spoke  on  Eve,  Sister  Antoinette  Mac- 
farlane  on  Sarah,  Sister  Agnes  Hubert  on 
Rebekah,  Sister  Rosaline  van  Schalkwyk  on 
Leah,  Sister  Margaret  Park  on  Elizabeth,  and 
Sister  Lillian  Heyne  on  Mary.  The  service 
concluded  with  a  song  by  Sister  Nelly  Gelden- 
huis.  Then  little  Sisters  Donnaline  Dallenger 
and  Jennifer  Slabbert  handed  posies  to  each 
mother  in  the  assembly.  At  the  Sacrament 
meeting  the  Relief  Society  choir  sang  "Home, 
sweet  Home,"  and  fine  talks  were  given  by 
Hugh  Helm  and  Elder  Johansen, 

Sister- Snowden  has-been  on  the  sick-list  this 
month,  but  we  are  glad  to  see  that  she  has"  re- 


covered and  is  with  us  again. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  Sister  Ross  into 
the  Church.  She  was  baptised  on  May  16th 
at  Cumorah.  We  also  welcome  her  four 
children  who  were  blessed  the  same  day. 

We  had  the  old-time  dancers  of  the  Vic- 
torian League  visiting  us  on  Saturday,  May  15. 
A  fine  evening  of  entertainment  was  enjoyed 
by  all  present.  We  look  forward  to  again 
meeting  with  the  members  of  the  League  soon. 

The  Sacrament  Meeting  that  was  held  on 
Sunday,  May  16th,  was  held  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood.  The  pro- 
gramme presented  was  most  inspiring.  Talks 
were  given  by  Brothers  Andy  Fourie.  Clyde 
Geldenhuis,  Don  Park,  and  Keith  Hubert.  We 
also  enjoyed  the  quartette  rendering  of  "Did 
you  think  to  Pray." 

This  service  was  followed  by  a  fireside  chat. 
We  were  entertained  with  a  film  of  President 
McKay's  visit  to  the  Cape  and  then  films  were 
shown  of  the  visit  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Fourie  to  the  United  States.  We  would  like  to 
thank  the  Fouries  very  much  for  their  show- 
ing of  these  fine  pictures. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
wishing  many  happy  returns  of  the  day  to 
Sister  Elizabeth  Neale,  who  celebrated  her 
eighty-fourth  birthday  on  the  19th  of  May. 

The  cold  weather  has  been  the  cause  of  a 
few  ailments  among  our  number.  Sister  Nora 
Duncan  has  just  recovered  from  a  bad  cold. 
We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Brother  Thomas 
Wilson  has  also  been  suffering  from  an  attack 
of  influenza. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Kenneth  L.  Lee, 

4  Bayes  St.,  East  London. 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen. 

A  number  of  Saints  gathered  on  the  banks 
of  the  Nahoon  River  at  dawn  on  the  2nd  of 
May  to  witness  the  baptism  of  Gabrielle 
Randall.  Needless  to  say,  we  were  all  thrilled 
to  have  Sister  Randall  accept  the  Gospel  and 
become  a  member  of  the  Church.  It  is  our 
earnest  prayer  that  she  will  always  hold  sacred 
the  covenants  that  she  has  made  with  the 
Lord. 

Most  of  the  Mothers  in  the  branch  attended 
a  special  service  on  Mother's  Day.  A  beautiful 
programme  had  been  arranged  and  was  most 
effectively  carried  out  by  the  children,  to- 
gether with  Sister  E.  Krull,  Brother  F. 
Matthews,  and  Elder  Orville  Grigor  who  sang 
a  solo  of  "Mother  Machrae." 

A  crowd  gathered  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Corrigan  one  evening  this  month  to 
see  some  pictures  shown  by  Elder  Lee.     The 
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small   entrance   fee   charged    was   contributed 
to  the  Sunday  School  luntls. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  with  us  for  a  two-day  visit  dur- 
ing the  month.  Most  of  the  members  had  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  them  when  they  met 
at  a  gathering  that  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Booysen.  A  very  enjoyable  programme, 
which  had  been  arranged  by  Elder  Lee,  was 
enjoyed  by  all. 

To  commemmorate  the  restoration  of  the 
Priesthood,  a  fine  service  was  held  on  the  even- 
ing of  Sunday,  May  16th,  and  the  time  was 
turned  over  to  the  holders  thereof.  They  ar- 
ranged a  suitable  programme  for  that  evening, 
which  was  another  milestone  for  the  Branch, 
as  we  have  only  recently  acquired  sufficient 
holders  of  that  office  to  conduct  such  a  service 
entirely  by  the  Priesthood.  A  special  feature 
was  the  rendering  of  "School  Thy  Feelings"  by 
a  Priesthood  quartette. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  welcome 
Sister  Valmai  Marriott  from  Luanshya.  Sister 
Marriott  is  commencing  her  nursing  training 
at  the  Frere  Hospital  and  we  hope  that  she  will 
be  happy  here. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Douglas  E.  Charsley, 

130  "E"  Avenue,  Luanshya. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley. 

This  month  we  were  sorry  to  bid  Sister 
Valmei  Marriott  farewell.  She  left  for  East 
London  where  she  is  to  begin  her  training  in 
nursing.  May  the  Lord  be  with  her  at  all 
times. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  successful  cake 
sale  at  the  municipal  market  on  the  morning 
of  May  7th. 

On  Mother's  Day  the  programme  was  par- 
ticularly good.  The  children  had  spent  much 
time  in  practice  and  rehearsal,  and  the  results 
were  excellent.  Brother  Vernon  Spear  and 
Mrs.  Mavis  Munch  paid  a  son's  and  daughter's 
tribute  respectively.  Brother  Leonard  L.  Clarke 
spoke  for  the  husbands,  and  Sister  Elsie  Lodge 
gave  a  beautiful  reply  on  behalf  of  the 
Mothers. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  abundantly. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Clarence    Doller, 
18  Caithness  Road,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh. 
We  wish  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to 
Elder  Todd,  who  has  'come  to  Port  Elizabeth 
to  replace  Elder  Lindsay  who  has  been  trans- 
ferred. We  would  also  like  to  extend  birth- 
day greetings  to  Elder  Spencer,  who  celebrated 
his  birthday  on  Easter  Sunday. 


On  the  evening  of  May  6th,  a  film  show  was 
given  by  Elder  Everton,  with  the  proceeds  go- 
ing to  the  Building  Fund.  It  was  very  much 
enjoyed  by  all  present. 

We  were  again  privileged  to  have  President 
and  Sister  Duncan  with  us,  and  in  attend- 
ance at  our  Mother's  Day  services.  The  morn- 
ing service  began  with  a  lovely  talk  on  the 
Mother  of  Jesus  Christ  by  Sister  Doreen 
Warren.  Brother  Trollip  followed  this  with 
a  talk  on  Motherhood.  Sister  Duncan  then 
spoke  on  the  Sacredness  of  Motherhood,  after 
which  Elder  Mercer  gave  a  tribute  to  a  typical 
L.D.S.  Mother  of  the  local  branch.  Each 
member  of  Sister  Trollip's  class  then  said  a 
verse  concerning  Mothers,  and  Elder  Elliott's 
class  followed  this  by  singing  "We  ever  pray 
for  Thee."  The  Elders  concluded  the  pro- 
gramme with  the  singing  of  two  songs  during 
which  Sister  Alma  Gamble  gave  out  little 
buttonholes  of  carnations  to  each  mother 
present. 

At  the  evening  service  Sister  Duncan  and 
Sister  Everton  gave  two  more  inspiring  talks 
on  Motherhood. 

A  Cake  Sale  was  held  on  Saturday  morning, 
May  15th,  which  proved  to  be  very  successful. 
The  proceeds  going  to  the  building  fund. 

A  fireside  was  held  at  Sister  Doreen  War- 
ren's after  church,  Sunday  May  16th.  It  was 
well  attended. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Elder   Orval   J.   Birks, 
72  Andries  Pretorius  St.,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported  by  Johanna  Utermohlen. 

We  were  all  very  pleased  to  see  President 
and  Sister  Duncan  with  us  again  and  in  attend- 
ance at  District  Conference.  Some  very  lovely 
and  inspired  talks  were  given.  We  appreciate 
very  much  the  visits  that  are  paid  to  us  by  our 
Mission  President  and  his  lovely  wife,  and  we 
hope  that  we  might  meet  them  again  soon. 

Three  of  our  members  recently  were 
ordained  Deacons  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 
We  wish  to  extend  our  congratulations  to 
them.  They  are  Brother  Bernard  Milne, 
Ronald  and  Paul  Utermohlen. 

Mother's  Day  was  celebrated  again  this  year 
as  usual.  The  Mothers  that  were  present  re- 
ceived roses  that  were  handed  out  by  the  little 
Spear  girls. 

We  were  sorry  to  see  Elder  Fairbanks  leave 
us.  We  extend  to  him  our  best  wishes  for  the 
future.  To  replace  Elder  Fairbanks  here  in 
Bloemfontein,  Elder  Christensen  has  arrived. 
We  wish  him  success  and  happiness  during  his 
stay  here. 


June,   1954. 


GUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


99 


A    NOBLE   OUTLAW 


By   Apostle  Charles   A.   Callis 


If  it  were  possible  for  us  to  take  hold  of  the 
lengthening  chain  of  the  centuries  and  walk 
into  the  cloudy  past  to  a  period  of  time  three 
hundred  years  ago  we  would  behold  a  tragic 
drama  being  enacted  in  Massachusetts.  The 
chief  actor  on  that  part  of  the  world's  stage 
was  Roger  Williams,  and  he  played  a  noble 
part. 

Roger  Williams  was  born  in  Wales  about 
1600.  He  was  the  founder  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
which  colony  he  died,  probably  in  March  or 
April,  1684.  The  Narragansett  Indians  trusted 
this  statesman-colonist  as  their  friend.  mr. 
Williams  founded  the  first  Baptist  church  in 
America.  He  was  a  fearless  and  able  advo- 
cate of  religious  toleration,  freedom  of  con- 
science and  religious  liberties,  truly  a  great 
and  a  good  man. 

In  the  year  1635,  Roger  Williams  was  a 
minister  at  Salem.  The  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  thought  it  necessary  to  banish  him  out 
of  their  jurisdiction  as  "his  views  of  the  church 
government  and  fantastic  notions  about  free- 
dom of  conscience  and  religious  liberty  were 
regarded  as  unscriptural  and  dangerous." 

Roger  was  banished  and  ordered  to  leave  the 
colony.  The  exiled  man  found  his  way  on  foot 
to  the  Seekonk  Plains  where  he  passed  the 
winter  with  the  Indians. 

A  few  months  later  he,  with  five  companions, 
crossed  the  Seekonk  River  in  a  log  canoe  and 
landed  in  Providence,  where  he  founded  a  re- 
ligious society  said  to  be  the  oldest  church  of 
the  Baptist  denomination  in  America. 

Mr.  Williams,  however,  continued  to  be  its 
pastor  for  only  four  years  when  he  withdrew, 
not  only  from  his  official  relations  but  also 
ceased  any  longer  to  worship  with  his  brethren, 
having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was: 

...  no  regularly  constituted  church  on  earth, 
nor  any  person  authorized  to  administer  any 
church  ordinance;  nor  could  there  be,  until  new 
apostles  were  sent  by  the  great  head  of  the 
church  for  whose  coming  he  was  seeking. 

A  decade  ago  one  of  the  biographers  of 
Roger  Williams  wrote: 


Yet  to  this  day  he  stands  as  an  outlaw  in 
Massachusetts,  the  decree  of  banishment  never 
having  been  repealed. 

The  old  Bay  State,  however,  went  through 
the  motion  of  making  amends  when  on  April 
30,  1936,  three  hundred  years  after  the  expul- 
sion, the  following  resolution  was  approved: 

ACTS  AND  RESOLVES  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS, 1936  Chapter  XI,  page  610 

Resolve  providing  for  the  revocation  of  the 
sentence  of  expulsion  of  Roger  Williams  passed 
by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  in  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Resolved:  That  in  so  far  as  it  is  constitu- 
tionally competent  for  the  General  Court  (legis- 
lature) to  revoke  the  sentence  or  expulsion 
passed  against  Roger  Williams  by  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  the  year 
sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  the  same  is 
hereby  revoked.     Approved  April  30,  1936. 

Of  course  in  the  minds  of  the  enlightened,  re- 
ligious, liberty-loving  people  in  New  England 
the  decree  of  banishment  had  been  annulled 
for  generations. 

In  the  spirit  world,  where  God-given  powers 
in  man  find  continuing  expression  in  holy 
work,  Roger  must  have  smiled  when  this  tardy 
legislative  vindication  was  given  him. 

Time  and  God  give  just  judgment.  In  its 
ceaseless  and  undeviating  course  this  infallible 
judgment  vindicates  the  wronged  and  mis- 
understood of  the  yesterdays.  The  seal  of 
approbation  replaces  the  act  of  condemnation. 
The  exiles  of  the  long  centuries  is  given  a  nich 
in  the  Temple  of  Fame. 


To   All   Branch   Presidents: 
Send  in  Branch  History 

by  June  30 


100 


CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN    MESSENOER 


Juno.  1954 


A    STORY    OF    TWO    BOYS 


By  President  (.corgc  Albert  Smith. 


A  number  of  years  ago  I  went  into  the 
County  Hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City  for  the  pur 
pose  of  administering  to  the  sick.  Lying  on  a 
bed  was  a  boy  nine  years  old,  a  charity  patient 
of  whom  I  had  heard.  He  was  emaciated,  and 
had  pneumonia,  among  other  things.  I  said, 
"Lawrence,  do  you  feel  very  sick?"  Ho 
answered,  "Yes."  I  said,  "Have  you  asked  tin- 
Lord  to  take  the  pain  away?"  The  little 
fellow  looked  up  in  amazement  and  said,  "1 
don't  know  how." 

He  had  never  been  taught  to  pray.  He  had 
never  been  taught  that  there  is  a  power  greater 
than  man's  power.  I  explained  to  him  that  he 
could  ask  the  Lord  to  bless  him.  Then  we 
asked  the  Lord  to  bless  him. 

I  asked  myself  this  question:  "How  many 
homes  are  there  where  husband  and  wife, 
father  and  mother,  understand  the  gospel?  How 
many  children  growing  up  in  those  homes  do 
not  know  how  to  pray?" 

A  few  days  after  that,  I  heard  of  another 
nine-year-old  boy,  an  orphan,  who  was  hur- 
ried off  to  the  hospital,  where  examination  indi- 
cated that  he  had  to  be  operated  upon  with- 
out delay.  He  had  been  living  with  friends 
who  had  given  him  a  home.  His  father  and 
mother  (when  they  were  alive)  had  taught  him 
to  pray;  thus,  when  he  came  to  the  hospital, 
the  thing  he  wanted  was  to  have  the  Lord  help 
him. 

The  doctors  had  decided  to  hold  a  consul- 
tation. When  he  was  wheeled  into  the  opera- 
tion room,  he  looked  around  and  saw  the 
nurses  and  the  doctors  who  had  consulted  on 
his  case.  He  knew  that  it  was  serious,  and 
he  said  to  one  of  them,  as  they  were  preparing 
to  give  him  the  anesthetic:  "Doctor,  before  you 
begin  to  operate,  won't  you  please  pray  for 
me?" 

The  doctor,  with  seeming  embarrassment, 
offered  his  excuses  and  said,  "I  can't  pray  for 
you."  Then  the  boy  asked  the  other  doctors, 
with  the  same  result. 

Finally,  something  very  remarkable  hap- 
pened: this  little  fellow  said,  "If  you  can't  pray 
for  me,  will  you  please  wait  while  I  pray  for 
myself?" 


They  removed  the  sheet,  and  he  knelt  on  the 
operating  table,  bowed  his  head  and  said, 
"Heavenly  Father.  I  am  only  an  orphan  boy.  I 
am  awful  sick.  Won't  you  please  make  me 
well?  Bless  these  men  who  are  going  to  oper- 
ate that  they  will  do  it  right.  If  you  will  make 
me  well,  I  will  try  to  grow  up  to  be  a  good 
man.  Thank  you.  Heavenly  Father,  for  mak- 
ing me  well." 

When  he  got  through  praying,  he  lay  down. 
The  doctors'  and  nurses'  eyes  filled  with  tears. 
Then  he  said,  "I  am  ready." 

The  operation  was  performed.  The  little 
fellow  was  taken  back  to  his  room,  and  in  a 
few  days  they  took  him  from  the  hospital, 
well  on  the  way  to  a  complete  recovery. 

Some  days  after  that,  a  man  who  had  heard 
of  the  incident  went  to  the  office  of  one  of  the 
surgeons,  and  said.  "Tell  me  about  the  opera- 
tion you  performed  a  few  days  ago — the  opera- 
tion on  a  little  boy." 

The  surgeon  said  ,  "I  have  operated  on 
several  little  boys." 

The  man  added,  "This  little  boy  wanted 
someone  to  pray  for  him." 

The  doctor  said  very  seriously,  "There  was 
such  a  case,  but  I  don't  know  but  that  it  is  too 
sacred  a  thing  for  me  to  talk  about." 

The  man  said,  "Doctor,  if  you  will  tell  me, 
I  will  treat  it  with  respect:  1  would  like  to  hear 

it." 

Then  the  doctor  told  the  story  about  as  I 
have  retold  it  here,  and  added:  "I  have 
operated  on  hundreds  of  people,  men  and 
women  who  thought  they  had  faith  to  be 
healed:  but  never  until  I  stood  over  that  little 
boy  have  I  felt  the  presence  of  God  as  I  felt 
it  then.  That  boy  opened  the  windows  of 
heaven  and  talked  to  his  Heavenly  Father  as 
one  would  talk  to  another  face  to  face.  I  want 
to  say  to  you  that  I  am  a  better  man  for  hav- 
ing had  this  experience  of  standing  and  hearing 
a  little  boy  talk  to  his  Father  in  heaven  as  if 
he  were  present." 

Remember  there  is  a  God  in  heaven— and 
parents  ".  .  .  shall  .  .  .  teach  their  children  to 
pray,  and  to  walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord." 
(D.  &  C.  68:28.) 
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